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	Ask Dr FOI a Question?

You can ask Dr FOI a Question in relation to anything to do with access to information law.  We will put the response on the website.  As you can see we cannot respond to requests about specific named cases, but we will answer as fully as we can to generalized requests.
email your questions to:

louisewilder@drfoi.co.uk 
 
	Welcome & This Month’s Features:

Dear Colleague

Welcome to the December edition of Dr FOI.  
In this month’s edition:

· Department for Constitutional Affairs published the consultation document 
     'Draft Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations 2007
· How much have requests cost central government?

· Campaign for Freedom of Information

· The Wells Report

· Memorandum of Understanding between Ombudsman and Data Protection Supervisor

· December press releases from the Information Commissioners Office
· Press Releases from Connecting for Health Information Governance Toolkit

· Training:
-  Training the Trainers for Information Governance

-  Information and Clinical Governance Certificate

-  Corporate Training Programmes
-  Open Courses for 2007

-  Bespoke Training “What Else”
               



	Public Partners Professionals has been awarded New Provider status for its open and distance training solutions with ODL QC.  This confirms our continued pledge to provide high quality training. 

Visit www.drfoi.co.uk to view the full announcement and to see what we offer!

Have you seen our free resources:

Caldicott Guardians
Caldicott Guardians in Primary Care

Social Care & Confidentiality  
Visit www.drfoi.co.uk and download the pages!!
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We’re on the Web!

www.drfoi.co.uk
	What’s New : "Dr FOI”                                             
 
Department for Constitutional Affairs published the consultation document 
'Draft Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations 2007
The Department of Constitutional Affairs published the Consultation document 
“Draft Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit & Fees) 
Regulations 2007” on 16th December 2006.

This consultation document is published on the DCA website at 
http://www.dca.gov.uk/consult/dpr2007/cp2806.htm  
and contains full details of the scope of the consultation exercise and details of 
how to be involved in the project. 

This consultation will end on 8/3/2007
Cost of Requests

The Department for Constitutional Affairs has disclosed its research on the costs of FOI requests 
to central government: 

http://www.dca.gov.uk/rights/dca/inforeleased/ir061123.htm 
Campaign for Freedom of Information

The Campaign for Freedom of Information has written to the government to express its concern about 
the proposed changes to the fees regulations. Visit:  

http://www.cfoi.org.uk/pdf/ashton_letter.pdf 
Report by Sir William Wells on the NHSU

This blog outlines how the Information Commissioner has decided that the Wells Report is to be disclosed by the Department of Health. The blog author cites this as the longest running complaint. Visit: 

http://www.rodspace.co.uk/blog/2006/11/wells-report-on-nhsu-ic-decision.html 

To view the Decision Notice from the Information Commissioner visit:

http://www.ico.gov.uk/upload/documents/decisionnotices/2006/fs_50070878.pdf 
Ombudsman and Data Protection Supervisor sign Memorandum of Understanding

Recent Press Release states:

The European Ombudsman (EO), P. Nikiforos Diamandouros, and the European Data Protection Supervisor 
(EDPS), Peter Hustinx, today signed a Memorandum of Understanding in Brussels. The 
purpose of the agreement is to ensure the consistent treatment of complaints concerning data protection 
and to avoid unnecessary duplication. In pursuit of this goal, each of the signatory institutions undertakes:

• to inform complainants about the other institution when this could be relevant to them and to facilitate the transfer of complaints;

• to inform the other institution about complaints relevant to it;

• not to reopen a complaint that has already been brought forward, unless significant new evidence is submitted;

• to adopt a consistent approach to legal and administrative aspects of data protection, thereby promoting the rights and interests of citizens and complainants.

For the full text visit:

http://www.ombudsman.europa.eu/dataprot/en/edpsmou.htm 
December Press Releases from the Information Commissioners Office
The following are a list of recent press releases issued by the Information Commissioner’s Office:

Liverpool City Council are prosecuted for Data Protection Offences to see the press release visit:

http://www.ico.gov.uk/upload/documents/pressreleases/2006/liverpool_city_council_prosecuted_for_data_protection_offences.pdf 

Blagger sentenced for obtaining unlawful information to see the full press release visit:  

http://www.ico.gov.uk/upload/documents/pressreleases/2006/clifford_12_12_06.pdf 

Information Commissioner exposes league table of media’s trade in personal information to see the full press release visit:

http://www.ico.gov.uk/upload/documents/pressreleases/2006/what_price_privacy_2.pdf 

Information Tribunal  - The Information Tribunal has dismissed the appeal made by Derry City Council and ruled that the Council should disclose details of an agreement between Derry City Airport and Ryanair under the Freedom of Information Act.

Visit:  http://www.ico.gov.uk/upload/documents/pressreleases/2006/information_tribunal_decision_ryanair.pdf 
Paper on Holding Children’s Information on Databases to see the full press release visit:

http://www.ico.gov.uk/upload/documents/pressreleases/2006/protecting_childrens_personal_information.pdf 
Connecting for Health
The NHS Connecting for Health – Information Governance Toolkits What’s New Page has been updated to include:

· Assessment sets for GP Practices – this goes on to state:
“Assessment sets for GP Practices in support of the IG component of the IM&T DES will open on 12th December 2006. We will be quality assuring and testing the standards and guidance materials in the "live" environment until early in the New Year. However, the content of the standards will not fundamentally change and any GP Practices wishing to begin work on their IG assessments are encouraged to do so. 

Practices are asked to use the "Getting Started" guidance document aimed specifically at GP Practices and this can be found in the General Practice view of the IGT. 

Any organisations needing guidance are asked in the first instance to contact the helpdesk@cfh.nhs.uk or 01392 251289”
· Healthcare Commission's core standards for assessment (11/12/2006) – this goes on to state:
“A query has been received regarding the link between the Healthcare Commission's core standards for assessment and the Information Governance Toolkit. 

The measure for core standard C9 is compliance with the NHS Records Management Code of Practice. As in previous years, compliance is cross-checked by the Healthcare Commission using the IG Toolkit scores. 

Additionally, the view of the Department of Health is that compliance with the NHS Records Management Code is measured using the whole of the IG Toolkit. 

IMPORTANT: The Healthcare Commission has requested scores from this year's assessments are forwarded to them by 27th April 2007, this is a fixed deadline, therefore please ensure you submit your assessment on time to avoid missing the cut-off date”.
· Information about the Statement of Compliance – this goes on to state:
      “Information about the Statement of Compliance, is now available at www.connectingforhealth 
       Further information regarding the role of the IGT in the SOC process will be posted shortly" 



	To unsubscribe: 

If you no longer wish to receive the Bulletin, please e-mail admin@dilysjones.co.uk and put "UNSUBSCRIBE NEWSLETTER" in the Subject Box. Many thanks.
  

  
	New Social Care & Confidentiality Page

Dr FOI has a new web page specifically designed for colleagues working in the social care sectors.  This includes free useful resources, and this page will be updated regularly.  Visit:

http://www.dilysjones.co.uk/Social_Care.html 

Ask Dr FOI a Question for Free? 

Dr FOI’s Postbag

Remember if you have a question relating to FOI, DPA or Confidentiality issues, then visit 
http://www.dilysjones.co.uk/dr_foi_question.html 
  

	
	Training
  

Training for Trainers in Information Governance: A Two-day Residential Course - 6th & 7th March 2007 

Colleagues working in the field of information and clinical governance face considerable challenges in delivering their objectives. Caldicott Guardians, Information and Clinical Governance Managers, Human Resources Managers as well as Data Protection and Freedom of Information Managers may all have significant responsibilities in their roles for:

· Leading within the organisation on learning and awareness in these areas 

· Providing advice and guidance to colleagues 

· Briefing Board members about new and emerging issues 

· Ensuring compliance and quality for these areas, which can only be achieved with the engagement and involvement of many others within the organisation
This two-day residential course is designed to provide colleagues with:

· An up to date overview briefing on key issues in relation to information and clinical governance 

· Tested tools and approaches to use in providing learning and awareness raising 

· Tested tools for providing advice and guidance 

· The best ways of briefing 

· How to harness colleagues to achieve the objectives if the clinical and information governance agenda in your organisation 

· Learning and interaction with key national experts in these fields 

 For further details, visit: http://www.dilysjones.co.uk/certfied_and_accredited_course.html
Or contact Katie Fairman  E-mail:  Katie@dilysjones.co.uk or ring 01753 621961/01252 876149

Information and Clinical Governance: Certificate

Introduction 
This six month course commences on the 1st March 2007. The course is for all professionals including:

· Information Governance Managers and Leads 

· Caldicott Guardians and clinicians working in this area 

· Freedom of Information and Data Protection Leads 

· Health Informatics Managers 

· Others who work in the area of Information Governance 

The aim is to assist practitioners in achieving excellence in this area, by developing knowledge, skills and learning approaches, and by creating a network of practitioners who can continue to provide support and learning to each other after the course has concluded. 

 For further details, visit: http://www.dilysjones.co.uk/certfied_and_accredited_course.html
Or contact Katie Fairman  E-mail:  Katie@dilysjones.co.uk or ring 01753 621961/01252 876149

NEW Corporate Training Programmes

Our new e-based, on-line, corporate programmes will be launched in mid January 2007. We can provide training for all your employees to ensure compliance with access to information and data protection requirements. Our new training web site has a wide range of on-line and modular learning for all staff. 
To learn more, and to register for an information pack, please contact Louise Wilder or Katie Fairman:

Contact Louise Wilder E-mail: Louise@dilysjones.co.uk or ring 01252 876149 

Contact Katie Fairman E-mail:  Katie@dilysjones.co.uk or ring 01753 621961/01252 876149

We have a series of forthcoming open events, which are listed below:

· The Data Protection Act 1998 – 19th January 2007 at IOD, London

· Caldicott Guardian Training – 31st January 2007 at IOD, London
· ½ Day Awareness Raising sessions for Caldicott Guardians in Primary Care – for a list of dates and locations please visit: http://www.dilysjones.co.uk/downloads/CALDICOTT%20GUARDIANS%20%20for%20primary%20care%20Flyer.doc 

· Exemptions & Exceptions – 9th February 2007 at IOD, London

· The Sharing of Information and Patient Records – 16th March 2007 at IOD, London
· Anger Management visit:  http://www.dilysjones.co.uk/our_services.html 
All courses cost £325.00 + VAT per delegate and are inclusive of:

· Attendance Certificates 

· Pre-Course Assignment (relevant to certain courses only) 

· PowerPoint Slides 

· Comprehensive Delegate Packs including CD ROMs 

· One month support following the course by prior agreement 

If you would like any additional information on our courses in the first instance please visit http://www.dilysjones.co.uk/dr_foi_whats_new.html where a courses outline and booking form can be found.  
What Else

Dilys Jones Associates also offer one to one coaching on mentoring, coaching, anger management, work-life balance and stress management.

Our bespoke training solutions can be tailored to meet individual organisations or departmental requirements on topics such as;

•
Awareness Raising Sessions for Multi-Disciplinary Staff 

•
Board Briefings 

•
An Introduction to FOI & All Associated Legislation (including EIR/DPA & PSI) 

•
Working with the Exemptions 

•
Writing for Disclosure 

•
Records & Information Management Core Competencies 

•
Interface between DPA and FOI 

•
Caldicott Guardian Training 

•
Independent Practitioners & Practice Managers Awareness Training 

•
Coaching & Mentoring for front-line FOI Practitioners 

•
Clinicians & Confidentiality 

•
Dealing with the Press 

•
Essential Update Days - What's new (Decision Notices analysis etc) 

•
FOI and Recording Information 

•
Induction Days 

•
Sharing of Information - Patient Records 

•
Exemptions & Exceptions Update

•
Information Governance

We endeavor to provide professional, interactive and informative training and therefore continually evaluate all our courses, for further information on any of the above or if you wish to review any of our clients feedback then please do not hesitate to contact us.

If you need further assistance or would like to discuss our bespoke courses, then please do not hesitate to contact us at:  Katie@dilysjones.co.uk
The team at Dilys Jones Associates Ltd would like to wish all of our colleagues a Merry Christmas and Prosperous 2007.




