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	Ask Dr FOI a Question?

You can ask Dr FOI a Question in relation to anything to do with access to information law.  We will put the response on the website.  As you can see we cannot respond to requests about specific named cases, but we will answer as fully as we can to generalised requests.

email your questions to:

louisewilder@drfoi.co.uk 
 
	Welcome & This Months Features:

Dear Colleague

Welcome to the September edition of Dr FOI.

Contents

· Story from the Guardian: Covering up UFOs

· Caldicott Guardians-new guidance

· Data Protection Research

· Information Security

· Information Sharing

· Information Rights Journal

· Information Commissioner’s new website

· Decision Notices

· Derry County Council and Information Commissioner
· Updated Web Page for Primary Care

· Our Services/Courses

Coming Soon a new web page on Social Care (Information Governance)

	 
Public Partners Professionals has been awarded New Provider status for its open and distance training solutions with ODL QC.  This confirms our continued pledge to provide high quality training. 

Visit www.drfoi.co.uk to view the full announcement and to see what we offer!
Have you seen our free resources for Caldicott Guardians?  Visit www.drfoi.co.uk and download the page!!

Remember to look at the Government’s Actuary’s Dept which has a FREE downloadable system for managing information requests.  Visit www.gad.gov.uk for further information

Our website is regularly updated – please keep viewing to see the latest up-to-date information.  Visit www.drfoi.co.uk 
	What’s New : "Dr FOI"                                             
 

Guardian Story about the Government Covering up “Hunt for UFO’s”

This story sets out how the government wanted to hide the degree of its involvement in hunting UFO’s; the information was disclosed under FOI following requests by David Clarke and Any Roberts from Sheffield Hallam University. For the full story, visit:
http://politics.guardian.co.uk/foi/story/0,,1880293,00.html 
Caldicott Guardians
The new guidance for the NHS will be published in a few weeks. Visit:

http://www.connectingforhealth.nhs.uk/infogov/resources/new_guidance/ 
The Social Care Caldicott Guardian Manual is to be reviewed and revised.

http://www.connectingforhealth.nhs.uk/infogov/resources/new_guidance_sc/

Visit the following pages to see what delegates are saying about our Caldicott Guardian training

http://www.dilysjones.co.uk/downloads/Feedback%20Caldicott%20Guardians%20in%20Trusts%20and%20LAs1.xls 
http://www.dilysjones.co.uk/downloads/Feedback%20for%20Caldicott%20Guardian%20Training%20in%20Primary%20Care1.xls
Data Protection Research

New research shows that the majority of organisations in the private and public sectors support data protection. For the press release, visit:

http://www.ico.gov.uk/upload/documents/pressreleases/2006/annual_track_press_release.pdf

Tracking Research-Individuals

Visit: 

http://www.ico.gov.uk/upload/documents/library/corporate/research_and_reports/2006_annual_tracking_report_individuals_final.pdf

Tracking Research-Organisations

Visit:

http://www.ico.gov.uk/upload/documents/library/corporate/research_and_reports/2006_annual_tracking_report%20-%20organisations_final.pdf

Information Security

This is a growing area of concern; there is a range of useful resources available and each month we will highlight some aspects of information security. A useful web site is Security News Portal, which you can visit at:

http://www.securitynewsportal.com/index.shtml 
“The Security News Portal is a non-profit educational resource dedicated to providing the most comprehensive gathering of the latest news on security, viruses, trojans, hackers, hackings and other things of interest to security professionals”.

Information Sharing

The Department for Constitutional Affairs has produced a paper on Information Sharing this month. The government sets out its view on how information sharing can be used more to further:

· Greater convenience in the citizen’s everyday life

· Expanding opportunities for the most disadvantaged

· Protecting against fraud

· Exploring greater information sharing with the private sector

· Reducing the burden on business

To access the paper, visit:  

http://www.dca.gov.uk/foi/sharing/information-sharing.pdf

To see the press release, visit:

http://www.gnn.gov.uk/environment/detail.asp?ReleaseID=226754&NewsAreaID=2&NavigatedFromDepartment=True

Information Rights Journal 

Issues 3 and 4 can now be seen at:

http://www.dca.gov.uk/foi/irj060905.pdf 
These issues cover the range of recent decisions by the Information Commissioner and the Information Tribunal, as well as a number of articles published in the area of information rights. There is an article “Records Management and Beyond” by the Chief Executive of the National Archives, Natalie Ceeney. 

New Website for Information Commissioner

The new web site is much easier to use and the archived material easier to access

Information Commissioner’s Decision Notices

Surrey Oaklands NHS Trust

The complainant asked Surrey Oaklands NHS Trust for a copy of a report of an investigation into the financial affairs of its predecessor, Lifecare NHS Trust.  However, the Trust decided to withhold the report and cited exemptions in sections 31, 41 and 42 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 
In this decision notice, which can be read in full at the link below, the Information Commissioner decided that section 41 had been correctly applied to the information in the report relating to allegations about individuals.
The Commissioner considered that the Trust had not correctly applied sections 31 and 42 to the remaining information in the report. He decided that this should be disclosed to the applicant. 

For the full decision notice, visit:

http://www.ico.gov.uk/upload/documents/decisionnotices/2006/decision_notice_70234.pdfcomplainant. 
Information destroyed in accordance with records policy

The complainant asked Doncaster and Bassetlaw NHS Trust for information contained within a report about an investigation into the death of his wife. The Trust refused the request. The information requested had been destroyed in line with the Trusts’ records management policy. The Trust did breach s.17 of the Act by not providing an adequate refusal notice.

For the full decision, visit:

http://www.ico.gov.uk/upload/documents/decisionnotices/2006/decision_notice_100134.pdf

Plymouth City Council

The applicant requested a full copy of a report into the performance of the child protection agencies following the death of a child from neglect. The Commissioner decided that although the Council was wrong to deem the request vexatious, the information requested was exempt information. 
The report was exempt under section 36 – prejudice to the conduct of public affairs. Substantial parts of the report constituted exempt information under section 40 –personal information and section 41 – information provided in confidence. 
http://www.ico.gov.uk/upload/documents/decisionnotices/2006/dn_fs50084360.pdf

Derry County Council (Ryanair) and Information Commissioner  

The Information Tribunal Case will be heard on 17 & 18 October 2006 at 10.30 am Courthouse, Londonderry Northern Ireland.
Updated Web Pages

Please note that our web page in relation to General Practice and Primary Care has been updated.

This can be visited at: 
http://www.dilysjones.co.uk/General_Practice.html 
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We’re on the Web!

www.drfoi.co.uk
To unsubscribe: 

If you no longer wish to receive the Bulletin, please e-mail admin@dilysjones.co.uk and put "UNSUBSCRIBE NEWSLETTER" in the Subject Box. Many thanks.
  

  
	Our Services / Courses

Training the Trainers

This two-day residential course will be taking place on the 6th & 7th March 2007 at Cumberland Lodge in Windsor (situated in Royal Windsor Great Park).
Colleagues working in the field of information and clinical governance face considerable challenges in delivering their objectives. Caldicott Guardians, Information and Clinical Governance Managers, Human Resources Managers as well as Data Protection and Freedom of Information Managers may all have significant responsibilities in their roles for:
· Leading within the organisation on learning and awareness in these areas 

· Providing advice and guidance to colleagues 

· Briefing Board members about new and emerging issues 

· Ensuring compliance and quality for these areas, which can only be achieved with the engagement and involvement of many others within the organisation.
This is a high-level, intensive course for Caldicott Guardians, and senior colleagues, Information and Clinical Governance Managers, Human Resource Managers, Data Protection and Freedom of Information Managers who need to provide training and awareness-raising for their colleagues within their organisations. 

For further information, a programme and a booking form, see 
http://www.dilysjones.co.uk/certfied_and_accredited_course.html 
or contact Katie@dilysjones.co.uk 

Internal Review of FOI Complaints
 

We offer a service to assist public authorities in the Internal Review of FOI Complaints. 
The Section 45 Code of Practice (Secretary of State for Constitutional Affairs' Code of Practice on the discharge of public authorities' functions under Part 1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000) states:

 

"Each public authority should have a procedure in place for dealing with complaints both in relation to its handling of requests for information. 
1.  The complaints procedure should provide a fair and thorough review of handling issues and of decisions taken pursuant to the Act, including decisions taken about where the public interest lies in respect of exempt information. It should enable a fresh decision to be taken on a reconsideration of all the factors relevant to the issue. Complaints procedures should be as clear and simple as possible. They should encourage a prompt determination of the complaint. 

 

2.  Where the complaint concerns a request for information under the general rights of access, the review should be undertaken by someone senior to the person who took the original decision, where this is reasonably practicable. The public authority should in any event undertake a full re-evaluation of the case, taking into account the matters raised by the investigation of the complaint." 

 

For further information, contact:

 

louise@dilysjones.co.uk  or telephone 01753 621961 / 01252 876149


	“Excellent / Fluent / Interactive”

“Very informative – learnt lots”

“Essential training – especially in such times of change”

“Extremely well organized and well presented”

“Great venue – easy accessible – very worthwhile day”
	What other training solutions do we offer?

Desktop Drivers - Learning Driven from your Desk!                                                  

Desktop Drivers is a NEW way of learning from Public Partners-Professionals. You don't need to leave your desk! As long as you have access to the internet, a telephone and a free hour, you can keep up-to-date and ahead of access to information law and what it means for you and your organisation.  

To view our latest e-learning events please visit:  http://www.dilysjones.co.uk/desktop_drivers.html 

Open Courses

We have a series of forthcoming open events, which are listed below:
       Information Governance for the NHS - 8th November 2006 - London 

      The Data Protection Act 1998 – 28th November 2006 - London
· An Introduction to FOI and All Associated Legislation (including EIR, DPA & PSI) – 6th December at IOD, London 
· Freedom of Information Act Exemptions Update -  3rd October 2006 at IOD, London 

· Caldicott Guardian Training - 9th November 2006 & 8th December 2006 at IOD, London 
· The Sharing of Information and Patient Records -  24th November 2006 at IOD, London 
· Clinicians & Confidentiality - 16th October 2006 at IOD, London 
All courses cost £295.00 + VAT per delegate and are inclusive of:
· Attendance Certificates 

· Pre-Course Assignment (relevant to certain courses only) 

· PowerPoint Slides 

· Comprehensive Delegate Packs including CDROMs 

· One month email / telephone support 
If you would like any additional information on our courses in the first instance please visit http://www.dilysjones.co.uk/dr_foi_whats_new.html where a course outline and booking form can be found.  

If you need further assistance then please do not hesitate to contact us at:  louisewilder@drfoi.co.uk  or on 01753 621961, 01252 876149.
Bespoke Training Solutions

For a full and comprehensive overview of our bespoke training solutions please visit:  http://www.dilysjones.co.uk/bespoke.html 

If you require further assistance please do not hesitate to contact Katie Fairman at katie@dilysjones.co.uk  or on 01753 621961, 01252 876149.

Certified and Accredited Courses

For further information regarding our new range of certified and accredited courses please visit: http://www.dilysjones.co.uk/certfied_and_accredited_course.html 

If you require further assistance please do not hesitate to contact Katie Fairman at katie@dilysjones.co.uk  or on 01753 621961, 01252 876149.

 


Please note that if the links do not open directly from the e-bulletin - please copy and paste them into your web browser.

