June 2006 - Postbag

Dear Dr FOI
Where can I find information in relation to best practice about disclosing information about contracts and procurement into the public domain but without contravening any competition rules, as well as further discussions regarding online tendering processes?  
Dear Colleague

Thank you for your query. Here are some helpful web sites. You may decide to put responses to the queries that you have about commercial issues onto a Disclosure Log. Some good examples as well as guidance are set out below. The Office of Government Commerce guidance on FOI and procurement, and auctions is very helpful. The PASA web site is also helpful.    

1. Examples of good Disclosure Logs: 

· http://www.information.wales.gov.uk/content/extrareports/index-e.htm 

· http://www.hfea.gov.uk/HFEAPublications/FOIHFEAPublicationScheme/FOIDisclosureLog 

· http://www.bl.uk/about/policies/freedomdisclosurelog.html 

· http://www.mod.uk/DefenceInternet/FreedomOfInformation/DisclosureLog/
  

2. Office of Government Commerce guidance on FOI and procurement:  

· http://www.ogc.gov.uk/index.asp?docid=1002588
  

3. Guidance on Disclosure Logs:

· http://www.foi.gov.uk/guidance/disclosure_logs.pdf
 

4. PASA web site for NHS Procurement Guidance:

· http://www.pasa.doh.gov.uk/
5. Advice about e-procurement including auctions

· http://www.ogc.gov.uk/embedded_object.asp?docid=1003723 

· http://www.ogc.gov.uk/index.asp?docid=2314 




Dear Dr FOI 

Is it mandatory for all enquirers to provide an address and if yes is email address sufficient? 
Dear Colleague

There are four requirements for an FOI request:

· It needs to be in writing (letter/fax/e-mail) 

· It needs a name and address for correspondence 

· The request needs to be understandable 

The advice of the Information Commissioner is that e-mail addresses are sufficient and that pseudonyms are acceptable. 
This is an extract from his Guidance about using pseudonyms:

“7. Are requests submitted under obvious pseudonyms automatically vexatious? 
The Act requires applicants to make requests for information in writing and to state his or her name and an address for correspondence. Technically, therefore a request submitted using a pseudonym is not a proper request and could be refused on that ground. However, the Act does not allow public authorities to enquire into the circumstances of the applicant or to ask for information in order to verify identities. Unless the public authority knows that the applicant has used a pseudonym, it will be difficult to refuse a request on that ground. 
A better starting point is the assumption built into the Act that public authorities must generally discount the identity and circumstances of the applicant and must regard any release of information as if it were a release to the world at large. This approach recognises that although applicants cannot gain any advantage by using a pseudonym, they may have reasons for not wishing to draw attention to themselves by using the names under which they are normally known. 
Although a public authority may not designate a request as vexatious simply because the applicant uses an obvious pseudonym, it may be prompted by the use of the pseudonym to consider whether the request is vexatious. It should not, however, base any decisions as to disclosure upon the name supplied by the applicant, (unless the applicant is making a subject access request - a request for information about him/herself under section 7 of the Data Protection Act 1998).” 
For the full Guidance, visit:

http://www.ico.gov.uk/cms/DocumentUploads/AG_No_22_Vexatious_and_Repeated_requests.pdf



Dear Dr FOI 

What is happening about Publication Schemes? They are due to be re-accredited next year, but we have not heard anything from the Information Commissioner. 
 
Dear Colleague

The Information Commissioner’s Office has produced a new Policy on Publication Schemes and this is at the link below.
They will be working with representatives from each sector during 2006/7to identify the classes required for each sector scheme, and to draw up guidance. Because of the work involved, the Information Commissioner has decided that the time scale for re - approval for all sectors will be June 1 – 31 December 2008.

See the new policy at:

http://www.ico.gov.uk/cms/DocumentUploads/Publication_Schemes_Policy_Version_1.0.pdf
 

 


 

